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FACTS^    $ 

Late    MOTION,      tyf0 


In  a  Letter  to  a  MEMBER,  &c. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for   T.   Cooper,   at   the  Globe  m 
Pater-NoJler.Row,  1741. 


LETTER 


T    O       A 


Tory     Member. 


s  I  R, 

AST  time  I  had  the  Plea- 
fure  of  your  Company  you 
may  remember  the  Difcourfe 
turn'd  upon  that  kind  of 
Evidence  which  was  moft 
proper  to  induce  either  Houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment to  pafs  a  Cenfure  upon  a  Minifter. 
The  Cafe  of  my  Lord  Strafford  was 
mention'd,  wherein  tho'  nine  General  and 
twenty-eight  Special  Articles  were  pro- 
duc'd  againft  him,  not  one  of  them  was 
E  prov'd 


[2] 

provd  fo  as  to  fix  upon  him  even  a  Cenfure 
for  a  Mifdetneanour.  Yet  the  Parliament 
thought  the  Proof  amounted  accumula- 
tively to  a  fufficient  Ground  whereon  to 
build  an  Attainder. 

As  the  Charge  againft  this  Minifter,  as 
laid  down  in  the  nine  General  Articles 
will  I  believe  be  the  fame  in  the  main 
with  that  which  (hall  be  brought  againft 
every  wicked  Minifter ;  I  (hall  lay  them 
before  you,  and  then,  by  comparing  them 
with  what  pafs'd  in  that  Celebrated  Tryal, 
leave  you  to  lay  it  Home  to  yourfelf  whether, 
if  a  Parliament  was  juftify'd  in  inflicting 
the  higheft  Penalty  without  one  of  thefe 
Articles  being  fo  much  as  pretended  to  be 
prov'd,  any  Gentleman  can  be  juftify'd  in 
refufmg  to  concur  in  inflicting  a  milder 
Cenfure  in  a  Cafe  where  the  like,  but  a 
flronger,  Charge  was  known  to  be  true  to 
every  Man  within  Doors. 

ift.  That  he  had  traiteroufly  endea- 
vour'd  to  deftroy  the  Conftitution,  and 
introduce  an  Arbitrary  Government. 

2dly.  That  he  had  aflum'd  Regal 
Power  to  the  undoing  of  many. 

3dly.  That  he  had  converted  great 
Part  of  his  Majefty's  Treafure  and  Reve- 
nues to  his  own  Ufe. 

4thly. 
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4thty.  That  he  had  abus'd  his  Autho- 
rity by  encouraging  Papifts. 

5thly.  That  he  had  endeavour'd  to 
create  a  War  between  England  and  Hol- 
land. 

6thly.  That  being  Lieutenant  General 
of  his  Majefty's  Armies,  he  had  betray'd 
his  Majefty's  Subjects  to  Death,  and  his 
Army  to  a  Shameful  Defeat  at  Newburn 
by  the  Scots;  and  fuffer'd  Newcajlle  to 
fall  into  their  Hands,  to  the  end  that  England 
might  be  engaged  in  an  irreconcileable 
Quarrel  with  the  Scots. 

7thly.  That  he  endeavour'd  to  incenfe 
his  Majefty  againft  Parliaments,  thereby 
to  create  Divifions  between  him  and  his 
People,  and  deftroy  thefe  Kingdoms,  for 
which  they  impeach'd  him  of  high  Trea- 
ion. 

8thly.  That  he  committed  thefe  Ads 
while  he  was  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland, 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  Armies  of 
England  and  Ireland,  Lord  Prefident  and 
Lieutenant  General  of  the  North. 

9thly.  The  Commons,  faving  to  them- 
felves  the  Liberty  of  exhibiting  any  other 
Accufation,  pray'd  that  the  Earl  might  be 
brought  to  Juftice,  &c. 

Give  me  leave  now,  Sir,  to  fuppofe  that 
B  z  thefe 
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thefe  Articles"  had  been  aggravated  in  the 
following  Manner,  viz. 

That  he  had  not  only  Trait eroujly  en- 
deavour d  to  deftroy  ;he  Conftitution,  but 
had  Impioufly  and  Sacrilegioufly  found  out 
the  means  to  make  the  Conftitution 
deftroy  itfelf  \  by  keeping  up  its  Forms 
but  abolifhing  itsEflentials ;  by  flicking  tc 
the  dead  Letter,  but  deftroying  the  living 
Spirit.  That  this  he  had  effeded  by 
difpofing  of  a  Royal  and  a  National 
Revenue  greater  than  ever  was  known, 
in  filling  one  of  the  Houfes  of  Parlia- 
ment, whofe  Members  are  his  immediate 
Judges,  with  Creatures  immediately  de- 
pending on  himfelf,  and  who,  mould  they 
proceed  to  check  him,  muft  themfelves 
be  undone. 

^  That  by  thefe  means  he  had  created  to 
himfelf  an  Impunity  of  Guilt.  That 
this  Impunity  had  producd  an  Infolence 
of  Power  unknown  to  any  former  Mi- 
nifter,  and  inconfiftcnt  with  that  Equality 
that  ought  to  prevail  among  the  Subjects 
of  a  free  Nation. 

That  befides  his  Endeavours  to  introduce 
an  Arbitrary  Government,  which  was  pre- 
vented only  by  the  Juftice  and  Equani- 
mity   of  his  Royal  Mafter,   he  actually 

had 
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had  fucceeded  in  his  Endeavours  to  intro- 
duce a  Military  one,  behind  which,  fhould 
he  be  condemn'd  by  the  Laws  of  his 
Country,  he  might  fcreen  himfelf  with 
Defiance. 

That  if  by  Regal  Power  was  under- 
flood  the  Power  of  Rewarding  and  Pu- 
nifliing,  and  the  actual  Exercife  of  a  King 
of  Britain's  Prerogative,  the  fame  great 
Minifter  had  abus'd  it  more  than  it  could 
have  been  in  the  Power  of  a  King  himfelf, 
had  he  fo  inclin'd  to  have  done;  becaufe 
every  Subject  is  anfwerable  to  his  Country 
if,  by  Orders  of  the  King  himfelf,  he  (hall 
act  againft  her  Laws;  but  no  Man  of  bad 
Principles  fcruples  to  act  under  the  Di- 
rection of  a  Minifter  who  takes  all  upon 
himfelf,  and  who  has  in  his  own  Hands 
the  means  of  acting  with  Impunity. 

That  befides  his  undoing  of  many  by 
the  Exercife  of  this  Regal  Power  which 
he  had  affum'd,  he  had  actually  undone 
the  Nation  in  her  Trade,  in  her  Manu- 
factures, in  her  Reputation,  and  in  her 
Intereft  abroad.  That  this  he  had  done 
by  meanly  putting  up  with  the  moft  in- 
famous Ufage,  and  when  he  could  not 
continue  Peace  even  at  the  Expence  of 
fubmitting   to  fuch  Ufage,    that  he   had 

been 
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been  driven  into  a  War  which  was  carried 
on  in  a  fcandalous  pufillanimous  Man- 
ner. 

That  he  not  only  converted  great  Part 
of  his  Majefty's  Treafure  to  his  own  Ufe, 
but  that  not  a  Shilling  of  it  was  expended, 
or  could  be  expended,  but  by  his  Direc- 
tion, and  in  what  manner  he  was  pleafed 
to  appoint. 

That  fuch  an  Abufe  was  of  more  fatal 
Confequence  in  him  than  in  any  other 
Minifter,  becaufe  no  Minifter  ever  had  fo 
great  Revenues  to  difpofe  of.  That  thefe 
Revenues  had  created  an  Influence  un- 
known to  the  Conftitution  ;  which  none 
of  our  Anceftors  ever  could  fuppofe,  and 
which  therefore  could  not  be  provided 
againft  by  any  pofitive  A&. 

That  as  an  Aggravation  to  this  laft 
Charge,  the  Revenues  which  he  thus 
abufed,  were  the  free  Gift  of  a  grateful 
People,  who  by  giving  Dignity  and 
Strength  to  Sovereign  Power  expected 
themfelves  to  continue  free  and  inde- 
pendent. 

That  the  other  Extenfion  of  his  Power, 
which  lay  in  beftowing  Polls  and  Em- 
ployments, was  occasioned  by'  the  vaft 
Burden  of  Debt,  to   which  the   Nation 

was 
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was  fubjected  by  a  long  and  tedious  War, 
for  the  Prefervation  of  her  Liberty.  That 
if  the  Confequence  of  her  Zeal  to  main- 
tain the  Balance  of  Europe,  and  to  avert 
Slavery  from  herfelf  and  other  Powers, 
was  to,  be  a  Subjection  to  the  worfl  of 
Slavery,  it  had  been  much  more  eligible 
for  her  tamely  to  have  fubmitted  to  a 
Foreign  Power,  who  is  able  to  protect  her, 
rather  than  to  the  worft  of  her  own  Sons, 
whofe  Corruption  muft  at  laft  betray  her 
into  the  fame  or  a  worfe  Submiffion. 

That  if  he  did  not  abufe  his  Authority 
by  openly  encouraging  Papijis,  yet  he  did 
more  Service  to  their  Caufe  than  any 
Minifter  before  ever  did,  by  endeavouring 
to  render  a  Proteftant  Government  more 
odious  to  the  People  than  the  worft  of 
Popifti  ones. 

That  if  his  Conduct  was  not  attended 
with  that  Effect,  it  could  be  attributed 
only  to  the  Perfonal  Virtues  of  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Zeal  of  the  Nation  for  his 
Royal  Houfe. 

That  it  was  notorioufly  known  that 
almoft  through  all  the  Counties  of  Great 
Britain  the  Minifterial  Intereft  was  fup- 
ported  and  abetted  by  the  avow'd  Papifts 
and    diffaffected,    a  ftrong  Prefumption 

of 
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of  their  believing  that  the  Succefs  of  the 
Minifter  was  the  readied  means  of  paving 
the  way  for  Succefs  to  themfelves  and 
their  own  Caufe. 

That  he  had  indeed  always  induftri- 
oufly  endeavoured  to  avoid  a  War,  but 
that  this  was  the  EfFecl:  of  partial 
Views  and  Pufillanimity,  not  of  Prudence 
and  carefully  providing  for  the  Interefts 
of  a  Trading  Nation.  That  this  political 
Forbearance  had  been  attended  with  more 
fatal  Confequences  to  the  Interefts  of 
Great  Britain  than  the  moft  unfuccefsful 
War  could  have  been  5  fincc  it  had  given 
Occafion  for  her  old  and  hereditary  Ene- 
my to  rife  on  the  Ruins  of  her  firmeft  and 
moft  natural  Ally. 

That  after  he  was  forced  into  a  War 
by  his  Majefty's  own  Firmnefs,  and  the 
repeated  Applications  of  Parliament,  he 
had  done  all  that  lay  in  his  Power  to  ren- 
der that  War  unfuccefsful  and  inglorious^ 

That  tho*  there  were  no  Proofs  of  his 
Endeavours  to  incenfe  his  Majefty  againft 
Parliaments,  yet  that  there  were  many 
Proofs  of  his  endeavouring  to  render  Par- 
liaments ufelefs  and  burdenfome  to  the 
Nation. 

That  it  was  more  than  to  be  iufpeCted 

he 
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he  had  been  but  too  fuccefsful  in  creating 
Differences  of  a  more  private  Nature, 
which  it  was  greatly  to  be  feared  might 
perpetuate  a  Divifion  and  Anirnofity  of 
the  moft  fatal  Confequence. 

That  he  had  committed  all  this  at  a 
Time  when  he  did  not  only  not  difown, 
but  in  the  Face  of  the  Parliament  openly 
avowed  himfelf  to  be  the  firft  Minifter, 
and  accountable  for  the  Event  and  Con- 
duct of  all  his  Majefty's  Meafures. 

I  (hall  make  no  Application  of  thefe 
Articles  to  a  great  Man  now  alive  ;  but 
as  you  have  been  pleafed  lately  to  exprefs 
your  Diflike  to  the  manner  in  which  my 
Lord  Strafford  was  proceeded  againft,  and 
likewife,  contrary  to  all  the  former 
Tenor  of  your  public  Condudt,  to  give 
your  Voice  for  an  Acquittal  upon  a  much 
ftronger  Charge,  tho'  for  a  far  lefs  fevere 
Penalty,  I  (hall  beg  Leave  to  put  to  you 
a  few  Queries. 

In  the  firft  Place,  Sir,  can  you  or  any 
Man  alive  think  that  any  Prifoner  at  the 
Old  Bailey  could  be  condemned  if  all  the 
Evidence,  upon  which  he  is  to  be  try'd, 
is  in  his  own  Pocket  ?    - 

Secondly,  Can  you  imagine  fuch  a  Cri- 
minal would  not  mock  the  Profecutors, 
C  if 


if  he  knew  the  Jury  were  fenfible  that 

f  they  bring  in  their  Vetdift  for  his  being 

obS  to  produce  thefe  Evidences,  they 

themlelvts  muft  be  Sufferers,  and  perhaps 

Same  or  a  more  fevere  Penaky  might 

be  inflicted  upon  them  that  was  defign  d 
aeainft  the  Criminal. 

But   to  bring  thefe  two  Cafes  to  the 
Point      I   forefee  that  you  will  object,  as 
ihave  formerly  heard  yondc ,,  that  there 
s  if  this  is  the  Cafe,  an  end  of  all  Juftice 
ftom  a  certain  Quarter,  and  that  if  thefe 
Suppofitions  upon  the  Application   ho  d 
true    they  prove  too   much,   fince  they 
prove   that  it  is  ridiculous  to  make  any 
Motion  for  either  an  Enquiry  or  any  thing 
that  can  be  of  Ufe  to  the  Nation      But 
Sir    I  believe,  there  was  not  a  Man  in 
e  [her  H— e  who  was  of  Opinion   the 
Morning   before  a    certain    Motion   was 
made  that  it  would  be  carried  in  the  Affir- 
Tauve     No,  Sir,  all  that  the  Gentlemen 
S  were  Friends  to  the  Motion  did  or 
Tould  mean  was  to  bring  in  a  Motion  for  a 
eenrie  Cenfure  upon  a  plain  Proportion 
Kch  was  notorious  and  known  to  every 
Man  in  the  Kingdom.     Had  this  Motion 
S  rejected  by  no  greater  a  Majority 
than  that  which  has  earned  fome  of  the 


[  « ] 

moft  important  Queftions  of  late  Years, 

fuch  as  the  E e  Scheme  and  the  C 

n,  the  World  might  then  have  hop'd 

that  the  Eyes  of  the  Public  muft  have 
been  loon  open'd,  that  they  muft  have 
ieen  there  was  no  farther  Ufeof  any  Ap- 
plication in  a  certain  way,  and  it  no  doubt 
wou'd  have  had  the  very  beft  Influence 
upon  the  next  Elections,  by  encouraging 
the  Electors,  as  the  Majority  was  fo  very 
imall,  to  beftir  themfelves  in  fhaking  off 

the  Weight  of  M 1  Influence.     But 

what,  Sir,  is  the  Confequence  as  the  Quef- 
tion  has  gone  ?  It  tends  to  convince  the 
Public  of  what  you,  I  am  fure,and  every 
understanding  Man  of  your  Party  is  con- 
vinc'd  isfalfe;  I  mean,  that  the  Contempt 
this  Nation  has  fallen  into  abroad,  and  her 
Poverty  at  Home,  has  not  been  owing  to 
the  fole  Miniftry  and  Management  of 
one  Perfon.  There  is  not,  there  cannot 
be  any  Difference  betwixt  the  Court  and 
Country  Party  of  which  you  have  long 
and  do  now  own  yourfelf  to  be  one,  but 
two  Queftions,  viz.  Whether,  in  the  Af- 
fairs of   Government,     a    certain    Right 

H G n  is  not  a  Prime 

Minifter,  to  all  Intents  andPurpofes,  as 
in  the  moft  arbitrary  Countries.     2dly,  If 

he 
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he  is    whether  the  Affairs  of  this  Nation, 
fince   he  enter'd  into  the   fole  Manage- 
ment, have  not  gone  from  bad  to  worfe 
.both   at  Home   and  Abroad.     Thele,  1 
fay  Sir,  are  the  two  principal  Points  in 
difference  betwixt  the  two  Denominations 
of  Court  and  Country  Parties ;  now  let  us 
examine   a   little  on  what   Side   Reafon 
lies  •  and  this  Examination  will  determine 
how  far  juftifiable  it  was  for  certain  Gen- 
tlemen, upon  a  late  Cccafion,  by  their 
Behaviour,  to  give  the  World  Reafon  to 
fufped  that  neither  of  thefe  Propofuions 
were  agreeable  to  the  Tory  Principles,  and 
confequently  that  they  wereEnemies  not 
to  the  Power   but  to  the  Perfon  of  the 
Minifter ;    or  to  fpeak  more  plainly  that 
in  their  Principles  they  were  aga.nft  any 
Minifter,    however   wicked,    being  called 
to  an  Account,  becaufe  it  might  one  Day 
prove  an  ugly  Precedent  for  feme  of  them- 
•    felves      A  Notion  of  this  kind  could  not 
fail  of  having  the  worft  Effeds  at  the  ap- 
proaching Eledions.      The  uncorrupted 
Part  of  the  Electors  will  have  Reafon  to 
defpair,  and  others  to  exult.     The  honeft 
Part  of  the  Nation,  I  fay,  will  have  but 
a  melancholy  Profpeft  before   tne.r  Eyes, 
when  it  (hall  appear,  that  even  Ao    a 
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Change  were  brought  about  in  the  M — 
— y  it  can  be  attended  with  no  Advan- 
tages either  to  themfelves  or  the  Nation. 
That  the  fame  Power  muft  continue,  the 

fame  m -1  Influence  be  propagated, 

and  that,  tho'  there  may  be  a  temporary 
Alteration  of  Meafures  upon  the  Change 

of  the  M y,   yet  that  ftill  the  fame  un- 

controlable  Power  of  afting  wickedly,  that 
is  lodg'd  in  the  prefent,  muft  devolve  upon 

every   future  M .      But  to  return  to 

our  prefent  Point. 

It  was  very  much  infifted  upon,  on 
a  late  Occafion,  that  Fads  fhould  be 
produced  to  prove  this  Minifter  really  as 
wicked  as  he  was  called.  You  know  very 
well,  Sir,  what  a  dangerous  Thing  it  is  to 

advance  a  Fadl  againft  a    M r  in  an 

Affembly,  which,  for  thefe  two  and 
twenty  Years  paft,  never  found  any  Fadt 
that  was  advanced  againft  him  to  be 
Fact.  To  prove  this,  Sir,  I  need  but 
appeal  to  yourfelf.     Have  you  not  often, 

upon  its  appearing  to  you  that  this  R 1 

H G n  was  concern'd 

in  fecreting  little  Rogues,  in  diverting  En- 
quiries, in  pufhing  on  arbitrary  Laws,  in 
negotiating  difhonourable  Treaties,  in 
making  up  falfe  Accounts,    in  fpreading 

uni- 


univerfal  Corruption  \  I  fay,  Sir,  have  not 
you  yourfelf,  upon  its  appearing  that  one 
or  all  of  thefe  were  the  Cafe,  voted  again  ft 
him?  Then  why,  in  the  Name  ofGood- 
nefs,  mould    not  that  Evidence,   which 
was  fufficient  to  dired  your  Confcience 
when  the    Cafe    was  partial,    have    no 
Weight  with  you  when  the  Charge  was 
general      The  Confideration  of  this,  bir, 
naturally  leads  me  into  the  two  Points 
v/hich  I  propofed  to  examine,  v.z.  Whe- 
ther a  certain  R 1  H L,en' 

tleman   u   not,   and  has  not   for  twenty 
Tears  paji,  been  a  Tnme  M-—r  toaU 
Intents  and  Purpofes  as  tn  the  mofi  arbi- 
trary Countries  ?    This  is  a  Queftion  that 
may  eafily  be  difcuffed,  fincc  I  never  m 
my  Life  heard  it  deny'd.     I  may  venture 
Sir    to  put  it  to  yourfelf,  if  you  have  not 
heard   the    fame   Gentleman  take    upon 
km  toanfwer  for  all  the  Meafures  of  the 

M v  •  if  you  have  not  heard  him  ge- 

neroufly  difclaim  all  Subterfuges  to  which 
former  Miniftcrs  had  Recourfe,  by  fcreen- 
inghimfelf  behind  the  Authority  of  h.s 
Royal  Mafter  ?  Is  it  not  notonoufly  known 
that  every  Poft,  Civil,  Military  or  Eccle- 
fiaftical,  is  difpofed  of  through  him .alone 
and  that  without  him  nothing  is  difpofcd 
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of?  This  is  a  Propofition  that  perhaps 
admits  of  a  ftronger  Proof  than  anything 
that  can  be  advanced,  becaiife  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  one  Man  in  the  three 
Kingdoms  difputes  it.  If  fo,  I  believe 
the  Truth  is,  that  this  Gentleman  comes 
precifely  within  the  Defcription  of  a 
Prime  Minifter ;  nay,  fuch  a  Minifter 
as  is  to  be  met  with  in  the  moft  arbitrary 
Country.  I  hope  you  will  not  miftake 
me,  as  if  I  meant  that  this  Power  is  un- 
concrolable,  as  it  is  in  arbitrary  Countries, 
when  the  Prince  is  on  the  Side  of  the 
Minifter.  No ;  what  I  mean  in,  that  tho'  he 
is  vefted  with  as  great  Power,  yet  that  he  is 
accountable  to  his  Prince  and  the  Parlia- 
ment for  the  Exercife  of  that  Power  is 
certain.  But  is  that  any  Satisfaction  to 
the  Nation  for  his  abufing  it,  if  by  fuch 
an  Abufe  her  Interefts  are  irretrievably 
ruin'd  ?  But  if  he  is  accountable,  fure 
there  ought  to  be  a  Time  when  fuch 
Account  is  to  be  made.  And  can  any 
Time  be  more  proper  than  when  the 
Meafure  of  his  Crimes  are  full  ?  But  that 
is  not  the  Cafe ;  I  am  not,  fay  you,  at 
all  fatisfy'd,  by  any  Proof  that  has  been 
brought,  that  he  is  guilty. 

This    is  beft    anfwer'd  by  examining 

the 
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the  Truth  of  the  fecond  Queftion  I  laid 

down,  viz.   If  he    is    a  prime  M r, 

whether  the  Affairs  of  this  Nation,  fince 
he  enter'd  into  their  fole  Management, 
have  not  gone  from  bad  to  worfe,  both 
Abroad  and  at  Home.  As  the  Difcuffion 
of  this  Queftion  turns  upon  Fadts  I  (hall 
take  the  Liberty  to  keep  in  my  Eye  the 
Charge  advanced  by  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons again  ft  the  Earl  of  Strafford ;  and 
we  (hall  then  fee  whether  that  Charge, 
as  aggravated  in  the  manner  I  have  laid 
it  down,  will  be  applicable  in  the  prefent 
Cafe. 

In  all  Reafoning,  even  mathematical, 
there  are  certain  Principles  or  Poftulata 
granted,  upon  which  the  Proof  of  every 
Propofition  is  founded.  In  political  or 
moral  Reafoning,  thefe  Poftulata  are  in 
greater  Number,  and  admit  of  greater 
Latitude.  The  only  Conceffion  which 
I  (hall  demand  on  this  Occafion,  is  a 
a  Conceffion  which  you  have  often  own'd, 
and  which,  as  I  faid  before,  no  Man  in 
the  three  Nations  doubts  of,  viz.  That 

a   certain  R — -t  H G n 

is  a  firft  Minifter.  This  being  granted, 
it  follows,  that  he  is  accountable  for  the 
Executive  Part  of  Power,  and  the  Dif- 

pofal 
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pofal  of  the  public  Revenues.     Now,    as 
it  is  certain  that  one  of  the  principal  Ends 
which  the  Revolution   was  to  aniwer,  was 
to  procure  an  independent  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament, fo  whatever  tends  to  deftroy  that 
Intention,  is  a  traiterous  Subverfion  of  the 
Conftitution.     The  keeping  a  Houfe    of 
Parliament  free    from  Members,  depend- 
ing upon  the  Crown,  was  juftly  efteem'd 
the  readied   Way  to  preferve   the    Inde- 
pendency of  the  whole.     This  is  a  Mea- 
fure  which   may  be   read  in  the  Face  of 
every  one  Act,   tending  either  to  promote 
or  to  fecure  the  Principles  of  the  Revo- 
lution.    Now,   Sir,   if  this   Maxim    has 
not   only  been  broke  through,   but  ren- 
der'd  abfolutely  ineffectual,  it   muft  have 
been  by  means  of  a  Prime  Minifter.     If 
it  (hall  be  faid  that  thefe  Alterations  were 
made   by    Parliament,     it   lies  upon    the 
Minifter    to  prove  that    this   Parliament 
was    under  no  other  Influence  than   that, 
under  which  the  Parliament  thro'  which 
the  Bill  of  Rights  paffed,  was.     If  it  (hall, 
on  the  other  hand,   be  proved,   that  every 
Adl,  by  which  any    Innovation    in  any 
of  the   great  Charters  of  our  Liberty  was 
made,  paffed,   while   a  certain  AfTembly 
were  under  the   immediate  Influence  of 

D  the 
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the  Minifter,  by  its  Majority  poffeffing 
Pods  and  Penfions  at  his  Pleafure,  it  then 
follows,  that  tho'  the  Ads  of  this  Affembly 
were  indeed  valid,  yet  that  the  Condudt 
of  the  Minifter  was  cenfurable.  I  fay, 
the  Acts  of  fuch  an  Affembly  are  valid, 
and  therefore  the  pafling  a  Cenfure  upon 
any  Member  of  that  Affembly  in  his 
Miniflerial  Capacity,  can  never  be  deenYd 
a  Cenfure  upon  the  Affembly  itfelf. 
They  cannot  be  cenfar'd,  becaufe  they 
made  no  bad  Ufe  of  their  Power;  which 
was  Legiflative ;  but  the  Minifter  may 
for  making  a  bad  ufe  of  his,  which  was 
Executive, 

That  he  made  a  bad  Ufe  of  it  appears 
from  its  being  difpos'd  and  diftributed 
amongft  thofe,  who,  had  they  been  as 
corrupted  as  himfelf,  might  have  betray'd 
the  Liberties  of  the  Nation  ;  and  that  he 
difpos'd  of  it  thus  is  evident  on  the  Face 
of  the  Lifts  of  every  Parliament,  which 
have  fat,  fince  his  entering  on  the  Miniftry 
to  this  Day.  The  Cenfure  of  a  Minifter 
therefore,  in  this  Capacity,  can  never  re- 
flect any  Cenfure  upon  the  Parliament, 
on  the  contrary  it  rather  communicates 
to  it  Dignity  and  Luftre,  fince  it  is  a  Proof 
that  the  Majority   of  it  at  lead;  is  fenfible 

that 
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that  what  they  poffefs  ought  to  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  Crown,  nay  of  the  Mini- 
ster   himfelf. 

The  next  Aggravation  of  the  Charge 
againft  a  Minifter,  which  I  mention'd,  was 
his  creating  to  himfelf  an  Impunity  of 
Guilt;  and  this  Impunity  producing  an 
Infolence  of  Power  unknown  to  any  for- 
mer Minifter,  and  inconfiftent  with  that 
Equality  of  Power  that  ought  to  prevail 
among  the  Subje&s  of  a  free  Nation. 

The  only  means  by  which  a  IVtinifter 
of  Great  Britain  can  create  to  himfelf  an 
.Impunity  of  Guilt,  is  by  having  a  deter- 
mine Majority  in  a  certain  Affembly 
ready  to  vote  as  he  pleafes.  If  you  are 
of  Opinion  that  this  is  by  no  means  the 

Cafe  with  a  certain  G n,  you  are 

intirely  in  the  right  in  giving  your  Vote 
for  his  Acquittal,  fince  to  nothing  that  has 
been  tranfacted  by  him  in  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  Ad n  has  the  Approba- 
tion of  that  Affembly  been  refus'd.  But  if 
this  is  the  very  Complaint,  this  the  very 
Grievance,  it  is  furely  worthy  the  Cares  of 
a  Britijh  Parliament  after  io  long  and  un- 
interrupted Approbation  of  thefe  Meafures ; 
and  repeated  Difappointments  arifing  from 
them  j    at  leaft  to  enquire  whether  they 

have 
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have  not  b;:en  impos'd  upon  by  certain 
fair  and  pliujfible  :lrgum.;r.is;  certain  bold 
and  .,[   Ailertions;  cetain  affuran- 

ces  of  Friends  where  we  had  none  3  cer- 
tain fears  of  an  Enemy  where  no  Enemy 
was,  at  leaft  none  who  cou'd  hurt  us. 
I  fay,  repeated  bad  Succefs  from  fo  often 
approv'd  of  Meafures  was  a  good  Reafon 
for  believing  that  there  muft  be  fome 
Defect  either  in  the  Honefty  or  Abilities  of 
the  great  Conductor  of  all  thefe  Meafures 
that  r,e*nder'd  him  very  unfit  any  longer 
to  be  in  his  Majeftfs  Councils.  In  every 
one  in  fiance  of  Approbation  given  to  thefe 
Meafures,  you,  Sir,  was  of  the  Minority, 
and  was  fatisfy'd  of  the  Evidence  and 
Reafons  that  render'd  them  unfit  to  be 
approv'd' of;  yet  when  the  Day  comes 
when  the  Sum  total  is  to  be  accounted 
for,  you  difagree  to  that,  tho'  you  have 
already  own'd  and  flill  own  the  Juftice  of 
every  particular  Article  of  the  Bill.  I 
fhou'd  be  glad  to  know  if  this  is  not 
eftablifhing  a  perpetual  Impunity  of  Guilt 
in  every  future  Minifter. 

Infolence  of  Power  is  the  natural  con- 
fequence  of  Impunity    of  Guilt.     If  this 

M r    never  made  any  wanton   ufe   of 

his  Power  in  taking   Places  of  Truft  and 

Profit 
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Profit  from  thofe  who  poflefs'd  them, 
becaufe  they  differ'd  from  him;  if  he 
never  depriv'd  any  Officer  of  his  Commif- 
flon  in  the  Army  for  the  Part  he  acted 
in  the  Senate ;  if  he  never  fupply'd  the 
Places  of  old  experience  Officers  with 
thofe  who  never  either  had  "Experience 
or  Authority  •  if  he  never  publickly  in 
a  full  Houfe  laid  it  down  as  a  Maxim 
that  he  wou'd  not  fuffer  any  Man  to  con- 
tradict the  K— g's,  that  is,  the  Minified 
Meafures,  to  continue  in  the  Army  or  any 
Port  from  which  he  cou'd  be  remov'd ; 
in  ffiort,  if  he  has  not  difplac'd  from  both 
Civil  and  Military  Employments  thofe 
who  were  known  to  be  the  beft  Friends 
of  this  Eftablifhment,  thofe  who  did  and 
fuffer'd  the  moft  for  fupporting  it  ;  I  fay, 
if  he  has 'not  done  all  this,  then  no  Info- 
lence  of  Power  can  be  laid  to  his  Charge. 
But  thefe,  you  will  fay,  are  but  partial 
Inftances,  and  the  Cafes  of  private  Perfons 
never  ought  to  come  into  a  general  Charge, 
at  lead  ought  never  to  determine  it.  But 
did     you    never   know   of  any   Attempt 

made  by  the  fame  G n  to  render  one 

of    the    H of  P 1   infignificant; 

by    advifing    an     application    from     the 
Throne  to  the  other  alone,  upon  a  Point 

that 
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that  ought  immediately  to  have  been 
communicated  to  both.  In  what  fenle 
can  fuch  a  Conduct  be    conftrued  but   as 

an  Attempt  to  reduce  a  B h  P 1  to 

a  French  one,  and  render  it  no  more  than 
a  Court  of  Revenue.  Was  there  never 
any   Inftance   of  his  refufing  to  pay  any 

regard  to  the  Addreflesof  P 1,  nor  of 

his  advifing  improper  Anfwers  to  thofe 
Addrefles  that  he  diflik'd .?  If  you  are 
fenfible  now  that  nothing  of  all  this 
which  I  have  mention'd  ever  was  the  Cafe 
you  was  in  the  right  to  give  your  Voice 
in  his  Favour. 

The  next  Aggravation  of  my  Lord 
Strafford's  Charge  which  I  have  taken  the 
Liberty  to  fuppofe  is ; 

That  befides  his  Endeavours  to  intro- 
duce an  arbitrary  Government,  which  was 
prevented  only  by  the  Juiiice  and  Equani- 
mity of  his  Royal  Mailer,  he  had  adually 
fucceeded  in  his  Endeavours  to  introduce 
a  Military  one,  behind  which  (hou'd  he 
be  condemn'd  by  the  Laws  of  his  Coun- 
try he  might  fcreen  himfelf  with  Defi- 
ance. 

I  believe  there  is  no  propofition  more 

plain  than  that    a   Minifter  of  B n, 

who  (hall  have   a  P 1  to  approve  of 

all 
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all  his  Meafures,  and  an  Army  to  put 
them  in  Execution,  may  if  he  pleafes  be 
as  Arbitrary  and  as  Tyranical  as  any  Mi- 
nifler  in  the  World.  If  you  are  of  Opi- 
nion, that  fuch  an  Approbation  has  not 
been,  nor  cannot  be,  had  ;  if  you  are  of 
Opinion  that   fuch  an   Army  cannot  be 

rais'd ;   then  our  M r  has  it  not  in  his 

Power  to  render  either  his  Matter  or  him- 
felf  Arbitrary.     But,  if  you  are  convinc'd 

that  no  Meafure  which  this  M r  can 

go  into,    can  be  too  bad  not  to  gain  Ap- 
probation ;  if  you  are  convinc'd  that  there 

is  fufficient   Power   in   the   M r  by 

means  of  the  Army  to  enforce  the  Execu- 
tion of  that  Meafure,  then  muft  you  own 
that  the  Prince  if  he  pleafes  may  render 
himfelf  Arbitrary  and  Defpotic,  and  con- 
fequently  that  fuch  a  M r  is  dange- 
rous to  the  Conftitution,  fince  nothing  but 
the  perfonal  Virtues  of  the  Prince  can 
prevent  the  Nation  from  becoming  Slaves. 
No  Advocate  for  Power  in  the  Mini- 
ster ever  yet  deny'd  a  military  Force  in 
Great  Britain  during  Peace  to  be  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  Conftitution.     That  ever 

fince  an   Honourable  G n  came  into 

Power  we  have  had  a  military  Force,  and 
a  large  one  too,   always  on  Foot,   is  plain 

irom 
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from  Fads.  Now,  Sir,  if  you  are  of 
Opinion,  as  you  have  always  declar'd  you 
are  not,  that  there  was  an  evident  neceffity 
for  continuing  this  military  Force,  from 
Year  to  Year ;  if  you  think  that  they  are 
fo  few  as  not  to  be  dangerous  to  our  Li- 
berties; if  you  think  that  Commiffions 
in  the  Army  are  not  render'd  Baits  for 
obtaining  Votes  in  the  Senate  -,  if  you  are 
convinc'd  that  it  was   not  thro'   the   fole 

Influence  and  Advice  of  a  certain  R 1 

H— le  Gentleman  that  all  this  was 

done ;  then   are  you  in  the  right  to  give 

your  Vote  for  the  M r.     But  if   on 

the  other  Hand  you  are  of  Opinion  that 
all  the  wife  and  honeft  Purpofes  of  Go- 
vernment might  have  been  anfwer'd  with 
a  third  Part  of  the  Forces  that  have  been 
for  thefe  twenty  Years  kept  on  Foot ; 
if  you  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Army  fo 
greatly  expenfive  to  this  Kingdom,  and 
which  was  alfo  granted  by  Parliament  for 
the  Defence  of  it,  had  been  managed  both 
as  to  Rewards  and  Punifliments  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  make  it  of  no  military  ufe, 
but  on  the  contrary  to  render  it  fubfervient 
to  the  very  worft  of  Purpofes,  the  influ- 
encing Ele&ions  without  Doors,  and 
Votes  within. 

And 
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And  now,  Sir,  that  I  have  mentioned 
the  Army,  give  me  Leave  to  fuggeft  fome 
Reafons  to  you,  which  fliall  all  be  built 
upon  pofitive  undeniable  Facts  why  every 
Gentleman,  who  pretends  to  be  a  Friend 
to  his  Country,  ought  to  have  been  deter- 
mined in  favour  of  the  M r,   from  a 

Confideration  of  the  Management  of  the 
Army. 

That  a  confiderable  Augmentation  has 
been  refolved  and  is  actually  raifing  is  cer- 
tain. But  they  without  Doors  cannot  ap- 
prehend how  fuch  an  Augmentation  be- 
comes neceflary  at  this  Juncture ;  and 
they  within  Doors,  as  you  well  know, 
have  never  yet  received  any  Lights  which 
may  convince  them  of  the  Neceffity  or 
even  Expediency  of  fuch  Augmentation. 
The  Number  of  Land  Forces  which  this 
Nation  has  in  Pay,  exclufive  of  the  Aug- 
mentation which  is  voted,  amount  to 
51515  Effective  Men.  The  greateft 
Number  of  National  Troops  which  we 
maintain'd  in  the  late  great  and  glorious 
War,  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
was  67000,  including  the  Non-effectives, 
which,  had  they  been  reduced  to  the 
Footing  of  our  prefent  Eftablifhment,, 
could  not  be  fewer  than  10000.  There- 
E  fore 
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fore  of  Effective  Men  in  the  laft  War  k 
cannot  be  faid  we  had  ever  above  57000. 
So  that  the  Difference  betwixt  the  Troops 
which  we  had  on  Foot  laft  Year,  (when 
there  was  not  a  Sword  drawn,  nor  the 
Apprehenfion  or  Appearance  of  their  be- 
ing brought  into  the  Field,)  and  the  Years 
in  which  the  Battles  Blenheim,  Ramillies, 
&c.  were  fought,  is  not  quite  5500.  This 
Seffioii  you  have  had  Eftimates  laid  be- 
fore you,  and  you  have  already  voted  for 
an  Augmentation  of  10325  Men.  Thus 
the  Number  of  our  National  Forces  for 
the  enfuing  Year  (lands  as  follows, 

Forces  raifed  — \  5J5l5' 

To  be  raifed  ^32  5. 

1  ■  ■         .« 

Total         61830. 

The    greateft    Number     of   National 
.Forces  in  the  laft  War  was   57000 

Difference  is     4830  more 

Men  than  we  had  in  any  Year  of  the 
laft  War. 

To  thefe,  if  we  confider  that  at  leaft 
twelve  thoufand  Men,  I  cannot  be  pofitive 
how  many  more,  are  kept  in  Pay  in  Ire- 
land, 
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tand,  we  mall  find  that  his  Majefty,  as 
King  of'Britaifi,  can  now  bring  to  the 
Field  about  feventy-four  thoufand  Men. 
Now,  Sir,  after  this  plain  Fadt  is  Jaid 
down,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  in  what 

manner  you,  or  any  of  that  R 1  H 

G n's  Friends,   can   an fwer  to   the 

following  plain  Queftions  : 

♦Is  there  a  Neceffity  for  fo  formidable 
a  Body  of  Forces  being  kept  on  Foot,  or 
is  there  not  ?  If  there  is,  from  what  did 
that   Neceffity  fpring  ?    Surely  not  from 
the  Situation  of  our  Foreign  Affairs ;  for 
the  only  two  Powers  we  have  to  dread 
are   France   and   Spain :    But  what  have 
we    to  dread   from   them  ?    Their  Naval 
Force  ?  Ours  is  double,  both  for  Number 
and  Lafgenefs  of  Ships,  and  the  Experi- 
ence and  Goodnefs  of  Seamen:     Are  we 
to  dread  their  Land  Forces  ?  I   know  you 
yourfelf,  Sir,  have  often  affirm'd,  and  you 
know  it  to  be  true,  that  the  greateft  Num- 
ber of  Men  which  either  France  or  Spain 
can    Land    on  our  Coaft,    without  their 
being  perceiv'd   by   our  Ships,  which  'tis 
next   to  a  miracle  they  mould  not  be,  is 
ten  or  twelve  thoufand   at  moft.     Thefe 
our  very  Militia  would  be  able  to  defeat 
E  2  in 
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in  a  Country,  where  they  could  have  no 
Shelter,  no  Support,  no  Friends. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  is  evident 
next  to  a  Demonftration,  that  while  we 
are  Mafters  at  Sea,  we  can  be  under  no 
real  appreheniions  of  any  Invafion  from 
Abroad.  But  as  I  know  that  this  is  the 
ftale  Cant  of  the  Fadtion,  and  theftrong- 
eft  Pretence  for  keeping  up  fo  exhorbi- 
tant  a  Body  of  Land  Forces,  give  me 
leave  to  confider  this  Affair  a  little  farther. 
It  is  very  well  known  that  duiing  the  laft 
War  with  France  that  Power  was  gene- 
rally in  a  Condition  to  fpare  twenty  or 
thirty  thoufand  Men  for  any  Expedition, 
and  ftill  to  keep  her  main  Armies  on  Foot. 
It  is  no  lefs  certain  that  there  was  then  a 
ftrong  Party  in  the  Nation  which  was 
difafTe&ed  to  the  Government.  Yet  we 
find  that  in  the  moft  glorious  Year  of 
the  laft  War,  while  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough and  his  Army  were  in  the  heart  of 
Germany  and  far  from  being  in  a  Capacity 
of  giving  us  any  Affiftance  had  we  been 
invaded,  the  wife  Adminiftration  of 
thefe  Days  thought  that  nine  thoufand 
Men  were  fufficient  for  the  Protection  of 
the  Nation;  and  we  find  that  in  the 
Year  1708,  when  France  had  attempted 

the 
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the  mod  formidable  Invafion  that  it  is  in 
her  Power  to  make  without  being  percei- 
ved by  our  Fleets,  it  was  defeated  without 
any  of  our  Land  Forces  being  of  any 
Service. 

Whatever  may  be  pretended  by  the 
Friends  of  the  Admin  iftration  with  re- 
gard to  the  neceffity  of  keeping  up  fo 
great  a  number  of  Forces  at  this  jun&ure* 
on  account  of  any  demands  of  our  Allies, 
will  appear  weak  and  ridiculous,  if  we 
confider  firft  that  no  fuch  demand  has 
been  yet  intimated  to  the  Parliament  from 
the  Crown  ;  and  as  for  us,  we  have  reafon 
to  believe,  from  the  Nature  of  Things, 
none  has  been  made  to  his  Majefty  by 
any  of  his  Allies.  But  fuppofing  that 
any  fuch  demand  were  made,  the  Forces 
in  the  Continent  now  in  the  Pay  of 
Great  Britain,  would  be  more  than  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  any  fuch  demand,  with- 
out putting  this  Nation  to  any  Expences 
of  maintaining  an  immenfe  number  of 
Troops  within  herfelf  which  may  be  dan- 
gerous to  her  Liberties.  Should  the 
neceffity  of  Foreign  Affairs  call  upon  us 
for  more,  it  will  not  only  be  cheaper  and 
fafer,  but  more  advantagious  for  thofe 
Powers  themfelves,  that  we  furnifh  our 

Quotas 


\ 


[  30  ] 

Quotas  in  Money ;  we  being  able  to 
maintain  with  the  fame  Sum  upwards  of 
a  fourth  more  of  Foreign  Troops,  than 
we  can  of  our  own  Natives.  Thus  the 
furniming  our  Quotas  in  Money,  muft 
be  an  advantage  to  our  Allies.  And  tho' 
perhaps   it   might  not  fo  well  anfwer  the 

Purpofes   of  the  M r,    yet   it    muft 

much  better  anfwer  the  Purpofes   of  the 
Nation. 

The  next  thing,  Sir,  which  I  think  my- 
felf  oblig'd  to  take  Notice  on  this  Head, 
is  the  manner  in  which  the  paft  and  fai 
tended  Augmentations  have  been,  or  ought 
to  be,  made.    The  practice  of  thofe  Coun- 
tries where  military  Government  prevails 
ought  to  be  a  Rule  and  Direction  to  us 
in  all  military  Affairs  relating  to  this  Na- 
tion.    Among  the  German  Princes,  the 
Knowledge  of  military  Affairs   is  aimoft 
their   fole  Study,   and    there,   it    is    well 
known,   that  an  Augmentation  feldom  or 
never  takes  Place    by  raifing  new  Regi- 
ments,  which  may   create  an   additional 
Expence  in  Officers,  but  by  adding  addi- 
tional Companies  to  the  Regiments  al- 
ready rais'd,  or  by  encreafing  their  Com- 
panies with  an  additional  number  of  Men, 
and  adding  a  Serjeant  and  a  Corporal  in 

each 
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each  Company.  This  is  the  Method 
in  which  his  Majefties  own  Forces  are 
Augmented  in  his  Electoral  Dominions, 
and  it  is  certainly  a  more  frugal  as  well  as 
a  more  ufeful  Method  than  any  other. 
In  France  indeed  the  Augmentation  is 
commonly  by  Regiments;  but  for  that 
there  is  a  double  Reafon.  ift.  When  an 
augmentation  of  the  Fre?2ch  Troops  are 
to  take  Place,  the  Government  gives  a 
Commiffion  to  any  Man  who  has  Vanity 
and  Money  enough  to  undertake  it,  to 
raife  a  Regiment;  which  he  does  out  of 
his  own  Pocket,  without  putting  the 
Public  to  a  Shilling  of  Expence.  In  the 
next  Place,  France  has  a  numerous  poor 
Nobility  and  Gentry  who  all  betake  them- 
felves  to  the  Army,  and  mod:  of  them 
ferve  as  Officers  for  lefs  Pay  than  our 
Corporals  and  Serjeants  have.  For  150,000 
French  Troops  are  maintain'd  with 
lefs  Money  than  fifty  thoufand  Britifi\ 
which  is  maintaining  three  Men  at  the 
Expence  of  our  one,  befides  the  Expence 
of  five  Pound  a  Man,  Levy  Money,  paid 
to  the  Officers  of  every  Regiment.,  There- 
fore from  the  ftri&eft  Review,  and  by  all 
the  rules  of  Reafon,  the  Augmenting  the 
Army  by  additional  Men  to  a  Company, 

and 
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and  additional  Companies  to  a  Regiment, 
is  by  far  the  mod  ufeful :  That  it  is  by  far 
the  lead  expenfive,  is  demonftrable  from 
this;  that  five  thoufand,  feven  hundred 
and  five  Men,  when  raifed  in  Regiments, 
coil:  to  the  Public  one  hundred  and  fixteen 
thoufand,  three  hundred  and  twenty  two 
Pound  fourteen  Shillings  and  two  Pence ; 
whereas  57  §0  Men  raifed  by  additional 
Men  to  Companies  with  a  fecond  Lieu- 
tenant to  each  Company  amounts  to  only 
eighty  fix  thoufand,  nine  hundred  and 
ninety  two  Pounds,  fifteen  Shillings. 
Therefore  the  difference  betwixt  the  two 
Methods  of  Augmentations  ftands  as 
follows. 

/.  s.       d. 

By  Regiments  116,322  :  14  :  2 

By  additional  Men  7 
with  a  fecond  Lieute->  86,992  :   15  :  o 
nant  to  each  Company^ 

Thus,  befides   the^ 
Forces  raifed   by  ad- 
ditional  Men     being 
more ferviceable,there />  29,329  :  19 
is  an  immediate  fav- 
ing     to   the   Nation 

This 
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This,  fuppofing  we" 
had  augmented  11410 
of  our  lately  raifed  and 
intended   Troops    in  } 
this  manner  amounts 
to        


59,759  :'18  :  4 


Add  to  this  the  fu- 
ture faving  to  the  Na- 
tion of  Officers  which 
are  raifed  for  the  new 
Corps,  when  they  ^141,876 
come  upon  Half-pay, 
which  will  amount  to 
20, £60  /.  and  in  feven 
Years  to     . 


00 


Thusthe  total  faving  is  201,735  :   18  :  4 

As  I  have  already  faid,  that  fuppofing 
the  additional  Troops  had  been  raifed  in 
the  frugal  manner,  they  mud  have  been 
equally,  if  not  more  ferviceable  to  the 
Nation  than  thofe  raifed  in  Regiments, 
I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  acquaint  you 
th^t  this  is  not  only  confirmed  by  the 
Practice  of  the  German  Princes  and  other 
military  Powers,  many  of  whom  have 
twelve,  fourteen,  fixteen  hundred  Men 
commonly  in  a  Regiment,  but  likewife 
F  "  by 
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by  the  Opinion  of  the  greateft  and  the 
olden:  General  in   Great  Britain. 

But  (hould  we  admit,  what  a  great 
number  of  underftanding  Perfons  will 
difpute,  that  the  Military  Force  of  this 
Nation  is  infufficient  towards  enflaving  it 
by  open  Force;  yet  the  Method  of  Aug- 
mentation by  new  Corps,  may  be  attend- 
ed with  Coniequences  fatal  in  time  to  the 
Conftitution,  by  encreafing  the  Number 
of  Commiflions  in  the  Army,  which 
may  be  difpofed  of  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
to  anfwer  any  Intention  of  enflaving  the 
Nation  by  Parliamentary  Authority.  And 
indeed  when  one  confiders  in  what  man- 
ner the  Commiflions  and  great  Ports  in 
the  Army  have  gone  for  fome  time  part, 
there   is  the  ftrongeft  Reafon  to  believe 

that    Par ry  Confiderations    have 

been  the  greateft  Motive  both  of  Favour 
and  Di (grace.  The  Expedition  to  the 
Weft  Indies ,  an  Expedition  on  the  Succefs 
of  which  depends  not  only  the  Event  of 
this  War,  but  in  a  great  meaiure  the 
Honour  and  Intereft  of  this  Nation,  is 
carried  on  by  Regiments  new  levied,  raw, 
and  undifciplined.  Whereas  by  all  the 
Rules  of  true  Policy,  the  Execution  of  it 
fhould  have  been  entrufted  only  with  the 

bed 
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beft  and  oldeft  Regiments  in  the  Service. 
But  in  the  old  Regiments,  all  the  Favou- 
rites of  the  M r  have  Commiffions, 

and  America  is  too  diftant  a  Scene  of 
Adtion  for  them  to  be  of  Service  either 
in  the  Houfe,  or  in  the  Elections.  There- 
fore we  find  fuch  Regiments  have  been 
pitched  upon  as  containing  not  a  fingle  Man 
of  Parliamentary  Confideration,  but  one, 
and  he  happened  to  vote  againft  the  Con- 
vention. This  is  fo  bold  and  bare-fac'd 
a  Demonftration  of  the  M 's  Inten- 
tions to  make  the  Succefs  of  the  prefent 
War  fubfervient  to  his  own  private  partial 
Views  at  home,  that  I  may  defy  the  moft 
abandoned  of  his  Creatures  to  account  for 
it ;  efpecially  if  we  confider  that  were  he 
now  to  pick  the  fame  Number  of  Regi- 
ments out  of  all  the  Service,  he  could  not 
find  a  Number   fo  void   of  Members   of 

P 1,    as  thofe  who  have  been   fent 

to  America. 

This  is  ftill  the  more  provoking,  as  not 
only  the  Fortune  of  the  War  abroad  may 
be  affe&ed  by  fuch  a  Condudl,  but  the 
Debts  of  the  Nation  at  home  muft  be 
encreafed.  The  War  has  alreadv  coft  the 
Nation  an  immenfe  Sum,  and  this  Sum  is 
likely  to  encreafe  by  the  Succefs  of  it  being 

now 
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now  rendered  doubtful;  had  the  Aug- 
mentation taken  place,  by  additional  Men 
to  each  Company,  and  not  by  new  Corps, 
the  Nation  might  have,  as  we  have  feen, 
been  a  good  Sum  in  Pocket  towards  de- 
fraying the  neceffary  Expences  of  the  War. 
But  there  is  a  Confequence  ftill  worfe  at- 
tending fiich  a  Method  of  Augmentation 
as  has  been  fallen  upon,  and  that  is,  that 
the  three  hundred  feventy  Officers  which 
our  Augmentation,  as  it  is  to,  be  managed, 
creates,   occafions  at  lead:  one   thoufand 

new  Commiffions,  by  which  the  M- -r 

has  it  in  his  Power  to  oblige  the  Perfons, 
Relations  and  Friends  of  as  many  Gentle- 
men who  may  be  ufeful  to  him  in  a  Par- 

_, ry   Capacity.       This,    upon    the 

Eve  of  a  new  Election,  carries  with  it  the 
very  worfl:  Afpedt ;  and  fuch  an  Addition 
of  Influence  as  this  muft  create,  may  give 
a  decifive  and  incurable  Wound  to  the 
Conftitution.  We  may  likewife  remem- 
ber, that  towards  the  Beginning  of  this 
Parliament  there  was  an  Augmentation  of 
eight  thoufand  forty  Men,  by  bringing 
over  eight  Regiments  from  Ireland^  and  by 
the  Additions  of  Men  to  the  Britijh 
Corps.  Tho'  this  Augmentation  was 
made  under  a  Pretence  of  being  in  readi- 

nefs 
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ncfs  to  affift  the  Houfe  of  Aitftria,  yet  we 
tamely  flood  by  and  faw  that  Houfe  re- 
duced, without  our  fuffering  one  of  thefe 
Regiments  to  ftir  a  foot  in  its  Service. 
Yet  at  that  time  we  were  under  as  ftrong 
Engagements  to  affift  that  Houfe,  as  we 
are  now. 

I  (hall  add  to  all  the  Confiderations 
which  I  have  fubmitted  to  you,  one  more, 
and  that  I  take  to  be  a  ftrong  Proof  that 

the  H le  Gentleman,   who  is  fup- 

pofed  to  have  the  Direction  and  Difpofal 
of  every  thing,  never  reflecls  how  ufeful 
an  Officer  may  be  in  the  Field,  but  how 
complying  he  is  in  the  Houfe;  as  a  Proof 
of  this  we  fee  at  this  time,  that  of  all  our 
four  oldeft  Generals,  there  is  not  one  of 
them  employed  by  the  Government.  Is 
this  owing  to  their  wanting  Experience  and 
Abilities  ?  That  I  believe  never  was  pre- 
tended by  even  the  mod  profligate  of  the 

M 1  Tools.     Is  it  owing  to  their 

being  excelled  by  thofe  who  are  in  Ser- 
vice? That,  I  believe,  is  as  little  pretended. 
Then,  Sir,  to  what  can  it  be  owing,  but 
to  the  Reafon  I  have  affigned  ? 
:  The  next  Aggravation  I  (hall  take  no- 
tice of  is,  "  A  Suppofition  that  a  Mini- 
''  iter  has   undone   the    Nation   in    her 

11  Trade, 
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cc  Trade,  in  her  Manufactures,  in  her  Re- 
<e  putation  and  Intereft  abroad.  That 
"  this  he  has  done  by  meanly  putting  up 
"  with  the  moft  infamous  Ufage;  and 
c<  when  he  could  not  continue  Peace  even 
cc  at  the  Expence  of  fubmitting  to  that 
cc  Ukge,  that  he  has  been  driven  into  a 
u  War  which  has  been  carried  on  in  a 
cc  fcandalous,    pufilanimous  Manner" 

If  you,   Sir,   are  of  Opinion   that  the 
Nation,   lince  this  Gentleman  came   into 
the  fupreme  Direction  of  Affairs,  has  in- 
creafed  and  flourifhed,  in  all  the  Particu- 
lars  I   have  mention'd  ;  you  was   in  the 
right    not  to  v — e   againft   him    in    the 
Motion  fo   often  mention'd  ;   but  at  the 
fame  Time  you   condemn   the  repeated 
Inftances   of  Difapprobation,    which  you 
have  given  ever  fince  you  came  into  Par- 
liament, by  voting  againft  him   in  every 
Queftion,  when  any  of  thefe  Particulars 
were  concern'd.     But,  to  fpeak  ferioufly, 
I  fhould    be  glad  to  know,  if  you   think 
there  is  a  Man   in  the  Nation,    who  has 
lived  twenty  Years,  who  does  not  perceive 
that  her  Trade  is  upon  the  Decline.     I 
have  often  heard  you  yourfelf,  Sir,  reflect 
what  a  fatal  Blow  it  got  by  the  wanton 
Embargoes   that   were   clapt   upon     our 

Vef- 
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VefTels  in  the  beginning  of  this  War. 
And  when  it  was  juft  beginning  to  re- 
cover from  that  Biow,  our  Coafts  not 
being  protected,  almoft  ruined  it.  I  be- 
lieve Nobody  has  forgot  in  what  a  fcan- 
dalous  manner  the  Enemy  was  fuffered 
to  infult  our  Coafts,  while  we  had  up- 
wards of  130  Ships  in  Commiffion,  yet 
not  one  of  them  near  to  protedl  our  Na- 
vigation. Have  thefe  Facts  ever  been 
deny'd  ?  Or  has  ever  any  body  been 
brought  to  Tryal  upon  them,  tho'  hun- 
dreds could  be  brought  to  prove  their 
Notoriety  ?  Has  it  ever  yet  been  en- 
quired into  why  the  Nation  was  put  to 
fuch  vaft  Expences  upon  great  Ships  no 
way  proper  to  protect  the  Trade,  and  the 
building  of  Twenty-gun  Ships  entirely 
negledled,  tho*  mod  proper  to  put  a  Stop 
to  the  Enemy's  Pyratical  Conquefts. 

As  to  the  Manufactures  of  our  Nation 
I  think  it  is  paft  all  Difpute,  and  has 
not  only  been  negle&ed   and   difcouraged 

during  this  H G n's  Ad- 

miniftration  ;  but  with  fo  much  political 
Caution  did  he  adl,  that  there  is  the  ftrong- 
eft  Reafon  to  believe  that  he  flood  fo  much 
in  Awe  of  a  neighbouring  Power,  as  not 
to  dare   to   prevent    the  Exportation    of 

Wool, 
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Wool,  which  alone  would  have  reftored 
that  mod  valuable  Branch  of  our  Manu- 
factures to  a  flourifliing  State.  This  un- 
accountable Neglect  is>-  the  more  grofs, 
in  that  the  Confequences  of  in  the  leaft 
winking  at  fuch  an  Encroachment  on  the 
Property  of  the  Nation,  are  to  the  mean- 
eft  Capacity  vifibly  ruinous.  But  even 
after  the  Practices  of  our  Officers,  who 
were  ftationed  to  prevent  this  deftructive 
Intercourfe  with  France^  were  difcover'd, 
and  proved  to  the  Satisfaction  of  a  Court 
of  Juftice,  inftead  of  making  the  proper 
Ufe  of  fuch  a  Difcovery,  by  tracing  it  to 
the  Fountain-head,  and  fixing  it  on  the 
great  Offenders,  even  the  petty-convicted 
Offenders  were  fuffer'd  to  efcape,  at  leaft 
fo  mild  was  the  Cenfure  inflicted  on  them 
that  they  fcarce  felt  it. 

As  to  the  Reputation,  Sir,  which  this 
Nation  has  maintain'd,  it  would  lead  me 
into  a  longer  Detail  than  at  prefent  I  am 
inclined  to  make,  mould  I  attempt  to 
prove,  that  me  has  fuffer'd  Infults,  which 
the  meaneft  State  in  Europe  would  not 
put  up  with.  That  (he  has  by  Turns 
courted  and  been  affronted  by  every  Power 
in  Europe ;  and  that  now,  when  it  was 
come  to  the  Pufti,  me  ftands  alone,  with- 
out 
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out  an  Ally  to  befriend  her.  The  Houfe 
of  Auflria^  her  molt  natural  Friend,  (he 
luffer'd  to  be  reduced,  and  France^ 
her  hereditary  Enemy,  to  rife  upon  its 
Ruins.  The  Dutch,  who  always  acted 
in  concert  with  us,  feem  now  averfe  to 
enter  into  any  Meafures  for  our  Intereft  \ 
and  we  have  fuffer'd  the  French  to  gain 
in  the  North  fuch  an  Afcendant,  that  it 
will  prove  next  to  impracticable  for  us 
to  preferve  even  the  fmall  Remains  of  our 
Trade  in  thefe  Parts.  The  Intereft  of 
a  Trading  Nation  is  fo  infeperably  linked 
with  her  Reputation,  that  whatever  af- 
fe&s  the  one  muft  affect  the  other  like- 
wife.     But     how    her   Foreign    Interefts 

have  been  car'd  for,  during  the  A n 

of  the  R 1  H G n. 


let  the  numerous  inconfiftent  Train  of 
Treaties,  Conventions,  Engagements,  and 
Preliminaries  enter'd  into  within  thefe 
twenty  Years  pad:  witnefs.  To  go  no  far- 
ther back  than  the  Treaty  of  Sevil,  when 
we  were  fo  weak  as  to  make  exprefs  Pro- 
vision, and  to  ftipulate  immediate  Relief 
for  all  the  Grievances  of  Spain ,  while  we 
were  contented  with  a  precarious  and  e- 
ventual  Redrefs  of  our  own,  which  we 
never  yet  obtain'd.  Did  not  we  introduce 
G  Don 
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Don  Carlos  into  Italy,  at  a  Time  when  the 
Wrongs  of  this  Nation  called  aloud  for  the 
Punifhment  of  his  Family  and  Nation  ? 
Did  we  not  fulfil,  in  the  mod  punctual 
Manner,  every  Stipulation  in  favour  of 
Spain,  while  all  the  poor  precarious  Terms, 
made  for  ourfelves,  were  fruflrated  and 
poftpon'd? 

The  Convention  was  the  next  notable 
Proof  of  our  M r's  Addrefs  and  Hone- 
fly.  And  here,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  men- 
tion a  Fact,  which  of  itfelf  is  a  P y 

Morive  for  fixing  a  Cenfure,  and  that 
too  of  the  fevereit  kind  ;  Both  Hou- 
fes,  the  Houfc  of  Commons  on  the  30th 
of  March,  and  the  Houfe  of  Peers  on  the 
9ht  of  May  173 8, came  to  cxprefsRefolu- 
tions,  That  the  Freedom  of  Navigation 
upon  the  American,  and  all  other  Seas, 
was  the  clear  and  undoubted  Right  of  all 
the  Subjects  of  Great-Britain.  This 
Propofition  was  laid  down  in  the  Addrefs 
of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  in  the  following 
ftrong  Terms,  viz.  "  Refolv'd,  That  the 
Subjc&s  of  the  Crown  of  Great-Britain 
have  a  clear  and  undoubted  Right  to  na- 
vigate in  the  American  Seas,  to  and  from 
any  Part  of  his  Majefty's  Dominions,  and 
for  carrying  on  fuch  Trade  and  Commerce 

as 
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as  they  are  JLiflly  entirled  to  in  America-, 
and  alio  to  carry  all  Sorts  of  Goods  and 
Merchandizes,  or  Lffc&s,  from  one  Paift 
of  his  Majefty's  Dominions,  to  any  other- 
Part  thereof  j  and  that  no  Goods  fo  carri- 
ed, are  by  any  Treaty  fubfilting  between 
the  Crowns  of  Great-Britain  and  Spai??, 
to  bedeem'd  or  taken  as  contraband  or  pro- 
hibited Goods  5  and  that  the  fearching  cf 
fuch  Ships,  on  the  open  Seas,  under  pre- 
tence of  their  carrying  contraband  or  pro- 
hibited Goods,  is  a  Violation  and  Jnfraflioh 
of  the  Treaties  fubfifting  between  the  two 
Crowns." 

Here,  Sir,  we  fee  a  Right  declar'd  to  be 
clear  and  undoubted,  by  an  unanimous 
Houfe  of  Parliament  ;  but  we  find  after- 
wards, that  the  fame  Right  was  render'd 
dark  and  doubtful,  if  not  wholly  gifen 
up,  by  the  Convention.  By  this  it  was 
ftipulated,  that  a  Difcuflion  of  thefe 
Rights  (hall  be  fubmitted  to  the  Difcuflion 
of  four  Plenipotentiaries  :  This,  Sirx  was  a 
direct  and  an  arbitrary  Violation  of  the 
Refolutionsof  both  Houfes  of  Parliament, 
fince  thefe  Refolutions  ought  to  have  been 
the  Ground- work  on  which  they  ought  to 
have  gone  ;  and  the  fine  qua  non  of  all 
the  future  Negotiations  between  Us  and 
G  2  Spain. 
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Spain,  That  this  was  a  culpable  Difre- 
gard  of  Parliamentary  Authority  is  evi- 
dent, not  only  from  the  Facl:  itfelf,  but 
from  the  Confequences  of  it  -,  fince  ic 
gave  Spain  a  Handle  for  in  fitting  upon  the 
Terms  of  the  Convention,  and  thereby 
Kender'd  our  Right  of  Navigation  on  the 
American  Seas,  by  our  own  Conceffions, 
precarious,  or  at  leaft  doubtful. 

There  is  another  Facl:  appearing  upon 
the  Face  of  the  fame  Convention,  which, 
in  former  Reigns,  would  have  ferv'd  not 
only  for  a  Foundation  to  the  Cenfure  of 
removing  a  Minifter  from  his  Majefty's 
Prefence,  but  of  impeaching  him  ;  the 
Affair  I  mean  is  that  of  Georgia.  Here 
a  Property,  which  had  been  afcertained  to 
the  Proprietors  by  Parliamentary  Faith, 
was  fubjecled  to  a  future  DifculTion  ;  nay, 
the  Proprietors  weredepriv'd  of  the  Means 
of  defending  themfelves  in  cafe  of  an  At- 
tack, while  the  Convention  was  in  depen- 
dance.  Add  to  thefe,  and  many  other 
Confederations,    the     Unwillingnefs     the 

A n  has  always  difcover'd   towards 

laying  any  of  the  Papers,  relating  to  that 
infamous  Tranfaclion,  before  the  Parlia- 
ment; a  Proof  that  Difcoveries  of  another 
nature  would  be  the  neceffary  Conftquence 

of 
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of  the  Communication  of  the  Papers  calFd 
for  on  that  Occafion.  There  is  likewife 
the  ftrongeft  Reafon  to  believe  ( it  having 
been  afferted  publickly  thro'  all  the  Courts 
of  Europe,  and  never  openly  contradi&ed 
by  us )  that  our  Demand  to  a  free  Navi- 
gation, in  the  American  Seas,  was  never  fo 
much  as  mentioned,  by  our  Minifters,  be- 
fore the  Conferences  opened  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  Convention  ;  and  that  it 
never  was  made  in  form  till  July  1739,  at 
which  Time  the  Convention  was  a&ually 
broke,  on  the  Part  of  the  Spaniards,  by 
the  Non-payment  of  the  95,000/.  which 
ought  to  have  been  paid  by  the  24th  of 
May  preceding.  Upon  the  Whole  of  this 
Negociation,  there  is  the  ftrongeft  Reafon 
to  believe  that  the  Convention,  tho'  not 
concluded  at  Madrid  till  Jan.  1739,  was 
originally  negociated  and  tranfa&ed  at 
London  in  Auguft  1738,  with  Sir  Thomas 
Geraldino  \  and,  that  the  68,000  /.  which 
the  South -Sea  Company  were  to  pay  to 
the  Crown  of  Spain,  and  which  was,  by 
that  Crown,  to  be  apply'd  towards  the  Pay- 
ment of  our  luffering  Merchants,  muft 
have  been  entirely  ftifled,  had  not  the  Spa- 
niards infifted  on  its  being  inferted  in  the 
Body  of  their  Ratifications  of  the  Con- 
vention, 
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vention,  and  intimated  the  Payment  to  the 
South-Sea  Company,  who  reje&ed  it. 
There  is  likewife  the  ftrongeft  Reafon  to 
believe,  that  the  fame  Treaty  was  after- 
wards re-executed  by  the  Britijlo  Minifter 
at  Madrid,  who  was  entrufted  at  the  fame 
Time  to  confent  to  an  Ad:  of  the  fame 
import^  tho'  varied,  only  fo  as  to  conceal 
it.  There  is  likewife  the  ftrongeft  Reafon 
to  believe,  that  this  Sacrifice  of  the  South- 
Sea  Company  was  originally  propos'd  by 
an  Englijh  to  a  Spanifo  Minifter;  and  up- 
on his  accepting  it,  rejected  in  an  Office- 
Letter  by  another  Engliflo  Minifter,  tho' 
after  wards  brought  into  Execution.  As 
all  thefe  Difcoveries  have  either  arifen 
from,  or  been  confirmed  by  the  Letters  of 

Mr.  K ne,   they  muft  and  ought  to 

pafs  as  prov'd,  'till  the  Miniftry  (hall  think 
tit  to  difprove  them,  by  producing  all  the 
Inftrudtions  given  to  thofe  who  are  charg'd 
with  the  Affairs  of  the  Nation,  in  Spain  ; 
a  Tryal,  which  they  have  ever  fhew'd  the 
greateft  Averfion  to. 

The  Management  of  the  prefent  War 
I  have  hitherto  omitted  to  fpeak  to  ;  but 
fhould  I  enter  into  Particulars  on  that 
Head,  it  would  fvvell  this  Letter  to  an  in- 
convenient  Length:  I   (hall  therefore  re,* 

duce 
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duce  what  I  have  to  fav  on  that  Head  to 
a  few  plain  Propofitions,  which  I  (hall  fub- 
mit  to  your  own  Confideration,  as  they 
are  Coniequences  plainly  to  be  drawn  from 
your  own  Conduct  within  Doors. 

In  the  firft  Place  then,  I  think  it  is  very 
plain,  that  we  have  not  made  that  Ufe  of 
the  Superiority,  which  we  had  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  this  War,  which  a  Minifter 
in  earned:  to  have  it  glorioufly  finifh'd, 
would  have  made.  The  Sums  of  Money, 
granted  on  different  Heads  for  Sea- Service, 
for  the  laft  fix  or  feven  Years,  feem  either 
never  to  have  been  apply 'd  that  way,  or 
very  improperly  apply'd  \  there  having 
been  as  much  Money  granted,  during  this 
time,  upon  the  feveral  Heads  applicable  to 
the  repairing  and  rebuilding  our  Ships,  as 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  build  the 
the  whole  Fleet  of  Britain  from  the  Keels 
of  the  Ships,  and  have  put  them  thorough- 
ly equipp'd  to  Sea.  It  is  likewife  mofl 
notorioufly  true,  that,  notwkhftanding 
thefe  vaft  Sums,  very  great  numbers  of  our 
Ships  appear  to  be  in  the  worft  Condition 
for  Sea  Service,  that  ever  they  were  known 
to  be  in  the  Memory  of  Man  ;  and  many 
of  them  fcarcely  fit  for  Spithead  Expedi- 
tions 5   Ships  of  War  having  fail'd  out  of 

th© 
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the  River,  defign'd,  as  it  was  pretended,  for 
foreign  Service,  that  have  with  Difficulty 
been  able  to  fwim  into  the  Docks  of 
Port/mouth  or  Plymouth  for  further  Repair. 

Notwithstanding  the  Probability,  and 
almolt  Certainty,  that  if  Admiral  Vernon 
had  been  properly  fupplied  with  a  Body 
of  Land-Forces,  and  more  Ships  of  War, 
he  would  have  put  an  End  to  the  War, 
fo  that  it  might  have  proved  advantagious 
and  glorious  to  the  Nation  ;  yet  we  find, 
that  of  all  our  numerous  Army,  not  a 
Company  was  fent  to  his  Affiftance,  nor  a 
Ship,  till  it  was  too  late.  There  is  like- 
wife  the  ftrongeft  Reafons  for  believing 
that  he  has  often  applied  for  Stores, and  that 
the  fmall  Quantities  which  was  fent  to 
him  were,  in  his  Letters  to  the  Govern- 
ment here,  reprefented  as  fit  only  for  a 
Spithead  Expedition.      This    is   fuch    a 

Proof  of  the   M r's   Inclination    that 

the  War  mould  be  carried  on  in  a  fcanda- 
lous  Manner,  and  that  the  Enemy  mould 
apt  be  attacked  in  their  moil  fenfible 
Parts,  that  all  the  Friends  he  has  may  be 
defied  to  account  for  it. 

But  not  only  was  this  brave  Admiral 
left  deftitute  of  the  means  of  acting  of- 
fenfively  againft  the  Enemy,  but  even  of 

being 
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being  in  a  Condition  to  defend  himfelf. 
The  Enemy's  Fleets  were  fuffered  to  fail 
out  of  Cadiz  as  foon  as  the  Seafon  of  the 
Year  made  it  practicable  for  them  to  keep 
to  Sea,  by  the  fudden  with-drawing  of 
our  Squadron  from  the  Mediteranean. 
While  it  was  impracticable  thro'  the  Sea- 
fon that  they  (hould  fail,  our  Fleet  block'd 
them  up;  but  as  foon  as  that  Difficulty 
was  removed,  they  were  fuffered  to  depart. 
The  Departure  of  the  Ferol,  the  Brefl, 
and  the  Toulon  Squadrons  for  America^ 
at  a  time  when  we  might  have  prevented 
them  all  from  failing,  is  another  fhrewd 
Preemption,  that  nothing  could  give  the 

M — r  greater  Pleafure,  than  to  hear  of 

Admiral  Vernon's  Mifcarriage  in  the  Ame- 
rican Seas. 

The  Inaction  of  Admiral  Haddock  with 
a  brave  Fleet  under  his  Command  in  the 
Mediteranean,  is  another  juft  Foundation, 
if  not  for  a  Cenfure,  yet  for  an  Enquiry 
that  may  produce  a  Cenfure.  No  Body 
who  is  acquainted  with  that  Admiral's 
Character,  as  a  Sea- Officer,  will  difpute 
his  Courage,  or  Readinefs  to  execute  the 
mod  vigorous  Meafures.  Therefore  hi  is 
Inaction  muft  fall  a«  a  heavy  Charge  upon 
thofe  whofe  Duty  it  was  to  have  given 
H  him 
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him  fuch  Orders.  Under  this  Head  we  . 
may  take  notice  of  another  important 
Circumftance  of  our  Difhonour,  in  fuffer- 
ing  the  Spaniards  quietly  to  pofiefs  them- 
felves  of  the  Land  belonging  to  our  im- 
portant Fortrefs  of  Gibraltar,  which,  till 
the  laft  Siege,  we  had  ftill  been  in  Poffef- 
fion  of  iince  the  Peace  of  Utrecht.  By 
this  Permiffion,  and  Negligence  on  our 
Part,  Fortifications  have  been  eredted,  and 
Batteries  raifed  upon  that  Ground  by  the 
Spaniards,  whereby  the  Ufe  of  the  advan- 
tagious  Bay  of  Gibraltar  is  loft  to  Eng- 
Iand>  and  our  Ships  ever  fince  forced  to 
anchor  both  inconveniently  and  dange- 
loufly  under  the  Walls  of  the  Town. 
But  what  renders  this  the  more  flagrant 
and  unaccountable  is,  that  we  had,  at  the 
very  time  when  the  Spaniards  thus  un- 
juftly  broke  the  Treaties,  a  Britijh  Admi- 
ral at  Cadiz,  with  a  powerful  Squadron  of 
Ships  of  the  Line,  and  quietly,  and  undi- 
sturbed left  them  in  Poffeffion  of  that 
Ground,  and  conveyed  their  Troops  to 
take  Poffeffion  of  the  Tufcan  Dominions. 
The  next  Notorious  A61  which  I  fhall 
mention  as  a  proper  Foundation  for  an 
Impeachment,  is  an  A6t  that  appears 
every  Day  upon  the  Face  of  every  Day's 

Bills 
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Bills  of    Entry;    and    that    is,    that  the 

M r  has  publickly  connived  for  many 

Years  at  the  Trade  carried  on  with  this 
Nation  from  the  Port  of  Dunkirk ;  by 
which  means  the  ninth  Article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  has  been  directly  vio- 
lated. A  Charge  of  this  Nature  is  of  the 
worft  Confequence,  in  that  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  is  generally  reckoned  to  be  ex- 
tremely difadvantagious  to  Great  Britain  ; 
and  therefore  there  is  the  greater  Reafon 
why  thofe  Stipulations  that  are  in  our 
favour,  ought   to  be   more  zealoufly  ob- 

ferved.     In  the  next  Place,  the  M r 

himfelf  was  diftinguifhed  by  his  eager 
Profecution  of  thofe  who  made  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  for  having  favoured 
France  in  moft  of  its  Articles ;  therefore, 
from  a  Parity  of  Reafon,  if  it  was  fo  dis- 
honourable and  difadvantagious  to  the 
Nation,  that  fuch  a  Treaty  mould  be 
made,  what  may  we  imagine  is  due  to 
thofe  who  have  given  up  the  little  Advan- 
tages which  the  Nation  received  from  that 
Treaty  ? 

The  next  Aggravation   which  I  men- 
tioned, was  a  M -r's  converting  great 

Part  of  his  Majefty's  Treafure  to  his  own 

tTfc ;  and  when  not  a  Shilling  of  it  was 

H   2  expended, 
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expended,  or  could  be  expended,  but  by 
his  Direction,  and  in  what  manner  he  was 
pleafed  to  appoint. 

How  far  this  Aggravation,  Sir,  may 
hold  good  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  is  not  very 
hard,  but  perhaps  very  dangerous  to  fay. 
One  thing  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that 

fince  his  entering  upon  the  A n, 

he  has  fpent  upon  one  Article  of  Luxury, 
more  Money  than  he  could  claim  as  the 
accumulated  Sum  of  the  lawful  Perqui- 
fites,  and  Sallary  of  all  the  vifible  Ports 
and  Places  he  has  enjoy 'd  under  the  Crown 
for  thefe  twenty  Years  paft  ;  which  does 
not,  in  the  Whole,  amount  to  an  Hundred 
Thoufand  Pounds.  This,  however,  is  but 
a  trifling  Confideration,  when  compared 
with  the  other  grofs  Profufion  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Money,  upon  Jobbs  and  Votes.  This 
Shaft  plainly  appear  to  every  impartial  Per- 
on  who  reflects,  that  for  thefe  twenty 
Ye Jirs  pad,  this  Kingdom  has  paid  the  lar- 
geft  Taxes  that  ever  were  impos'd  upon  it 
in  Time  of  Peace ;  and  yet,  that  the  pub- 
lick  Debts  remain  much  as  they  flood  at 
the  Time  when  this  Gentleman  firft  en- 
ter'd  on  the  Management  of  the  Trea- 
fury.  But  what  is  ftill  more  aftonifliing,  is, 
that  the  Civil  Lift,  the  large  ft  that  ever  was 

granted 
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granted  to  the  Crown,  is  at  this  Time  con- 
siderably in  Debt. 

Thus  far,  Sir,  I  have  thought  fit  to  bring 
Fads  from  what  immediately  affeds  the 
Intereft  of  the  Nation  at  home  5  as  to 
thofe  which  affed  her  abroad,  they  cannot 
fo  well  admit  of  a  Proof;  therefore  I  (hall 
be  content  to  put  you  in  mind,  that  the 
Charge  urg'd  againft  the  Negotiators  of 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  of  having  left 
France  too  powerful,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Auflria  too  low,  can  be  with  much  grea- 
ter juftice  urg'd  in  the  prefent  Cafe,  when 
France  is  incontrollable  andabfolute  in  Eu- 
rope, and  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  almoft 
ruin'd. 

I  ask  Pardon  for  taking  up  fo  much  of 
your  Time  ;  but  the  Trouble  is  owing  to 
yourfelf.  I  hope  the  Fads  I  have  brought 
are  not  only  a  fufficient  Justification  of 
thofe  Gentlemen,  who  chofe  to  obferve  a 
Condud  different  from  yours  in  that  im- 
portant Queftion,  but  may  be  an  Induce- 
ment to  you  to  alter  your  Condud,  fhould 
a  Motion,  of  a  more  ftrid  and  determin'd 
Nature,  come  afterwards  under  your  Con- 
fideration. 

/  am>  Siry  Tours >  &c. 

FINIS. 
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